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a man to my liking. Though always polite to me, there
was an obsequiousness, a fawning manner mixed with much
Scotch pride, that rendered him contemptible in my eyes.
I stated my objections, touching upon the awkwardness
(was no other impediment in the way) of forcing myself
upon Captain Baker unasked. But the little monkey was
prepared for this and exultingly replied, " My dearest
Hickey, never waste a thought upon such a wretch, such a
beastly swab as Baker, who will be proud of and flattered
by the arrangement," and he took out of his pocket a letter
from Captain Baker to me, couched in the most friendly
language, after many high flown compliments adding that
if I would do him the honour to proceed to England on his
ship, half the round house, or the whole of the great cabin,
would be at my service, and he should endeavour to make
every thing as agreeable to me as possible during the
voyage. This letter shewed how much he yielded to keeping
the favourable opinion of his guinea pig that he might
thereby preserve his interest with the family, for one of his
failings was a love of money, and that to so powerful a degree
as to make him guilty of twenty shabby actions that de-
servedly brought him into disgrace with all the gentlemen
of Canton.

With considerable difficulty I at last convinced my young
favorite that I could not leave the Plassey, but he wept
bitterly in the moment he admitted the reasonableness
of my arguments, and urged me still to endeavour to
accomplish the change by obtaining Captain Waddell's
consent. Having obtained my promise to that effect, he
reluctantly left me. Two hours afterwards Captain Waddell
called upon me to say Pott had just been with him to
entreat he would allow me to go home in the Cruttenden,
that upon his refusal to part with me he had shewed so
much distress as to occasion his present visit, which was
to say that if it was my desire to change ships he could only
lament, certainly not oppose it. I expressed my thanks
and gratitude to him for the innumerable acts of kindness
and friendship I had received from him, which I felt too